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CXXV. [Hawkeswortk.]

ARCHBISHOP KING TO SWIFT

Dublin, October"2j'/ 1711.

REVEREND SIR,

I HAVE before me yours of the ist instant, but have been
so employed with attending Parliament, Convocation, and
Privy Council, that I could neither compose my thoughts
to write, nor find time. Besides, our business is all in a
hurry; and I may say in fine, that things admit of no per-
fect account. On Wednesday the Corn Bill, which the Com-
mons seemed to value most, was thrown out;2 because it
reserved a power to the Lord Lieutenant and Council
here, to prohibit or permit the transportation of grain at
any time. There was a design to fall on the Privy Council
upon this occasion; but gentlemen would not come into it;
which showed they had some wit in their anger. And I
am still of opinion, that, with tolerable good management,
this would have been as quiet a session as has been in Ire-
land ; but the Dublin business, the address of the Lords,
Langton's affair/ and now Higgins's,4 have exasperated the
Commons to such a height, that will, as you observe, make
this Parliament to be impracticable any longer. It is true,
the Lords' address might have been interpreted to aim at
Lord Wharton, and was partly so intended; but it was ill
expressed to bear that sense; and besides, what did it sig-
nify for us to show our resentment, when it could only
provoke a great man to revenge, and could not reach
him? 5

As to the first fruits and twentieth parts, nobody here
dare say, that anybody, beside the Duke of Ormond, pro-
cured them, but his Grace himself; who, for aught I can
learn, never assumed, either publicly or privately, any such
merit to himself; and yet I confess it is not amiss that it
should be thought he did those things. For he could not

1 It is evident from the contents that the whole letter cannot have
been written on that day. Possibly the 29th has been misread the
27th, or the letter was not completed on the day it was begun.

a On Wednesday the 25th " An Act for the Encouragement of
Tillage** was rejected by the Commons.

3 Suprc^ p. 281.              4 Infirm p. 294.              5 Sttfro, p. 288. never yet
